120              Frederick the Great

Frederick met Neipperg at a castle in the neigh-
bourhood of Neisse. Each was accompanied by one
companion, while the English ambassador, Lord
Hyndford, who had arranged the interview, acted as
clerk and witness. There Frederick, who had just
written to Belleisle a letter full of encouragement,
sold his allies for his own profit. It was agreed that
after a sham siege of Neisse the Austrians should
evacuate Silesia, and that Prussia should become neu-
tral in fact though not in show. To Neipperg, whose
army would now be free to act against the French in
Bohemia, Frederick gave wise counsel for the cam-
paign. "Unite all your troops, then strike home
before they can strike you." If the Austrians should
succeed, Frederick might join them; if not, he would
be compelled to look to himself. To deceive the
French, the English ambassador was to report him
as deaf to all propositions. If any word of the con-
vention got abroad, the King declared he would deny
all and regard all as void.

This conspiracy against Frederick's allies was
punctiliously carried into effect so long as it was
profitable to Prussia. For fifteen days Neisse sub:
mitted to a bombardment and two hundred cannon-
shot were fired off by either side. After seven days
Neipperg's army made off, attended by a Prussian
corps in seeming pursuit, and at the time appointed
the strong fortress was surrendered. On the very
same day the King accepted a treaty for the parti-
tion of Austria. The Prussians then, as arranged,
went into winter quarters in Upper Silesia, which
Austria was eventually to retain, and from time to